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existing regime, as well as its foreign policy. But the National
Socialist revolution is not confined to these nationalist ten-
dencies; they represent only the first, preparatory phase in the
struggle for power. National Socialism has reaped the benefit
of the justified national agitation for liberation from the Treaty
of Versailles and its dictated provisions. It has also reaped the
benefit of the militarist and pan-German ideas and aspirations
in leading circles of the army and of the civil population. But
these are not the whole of its aims. It makes use of them for
their effect as elements in the spreading of revolutionary feeling,
but its aims stretch far beyond them, and to-day it regards them
as elements of minor importance. National Socialism is not a
nationalist movement but a revolution, a process of destruction,
making an end even of nationalist conceptions and achieve-
ments. The revolution owes its nationalist appearance to the
facts that it began as a nationalist movement and that it
achieved the first great steps in home and foreign policy under
the banner of nationalism.
It is necessary to realize the completely new character of
the modern doctrineless revolution. It is necessary to get away
from the idea that what still attracts the principal attention
both of opponents and of adherents of National Socialism repre-
sents the essential element in what is happening in Germany.
It will have to be realized that what is more likely is that we
are at the outset of a movement with incalculable possibilities
of development. At present it is nothing but destruction, the
dissolution and annihilation of the old elements of public order.
It is destroying everything it lays its hands on. What positive
qualities it has, what sort of a function it might have in the
building up of a new order, nobody can yet say. What it calls
its new order is nothing but a vast misuse of the human aspira-
tion for ordered conditions. Those who still rest their hopes
on the reactionary character of National Socialism will be just
as deluded as the genuine Socialists who fail to realize its